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Dhoruba Bin Wahad, me er Black Panther T 


political prisoner for 19 years, will be speaking 
in Toronto April 19 in support of the ROM 11 


Political Not Criminal: 


ROM Eleven 
Face Trial 


(TORONTO) Last spring, police at- 
tacked a weekly demonstration out- 
side the Royal Ontario Museum. 
Demonstrators were calling for the 
removal of a racist exhibit on display 
(“Into the Heart of Africa”) and for the 
ROM to be accountable to the com- 
munities from whose ancestors the 
“artifacts” were taken. They demanded 
that people learn, recognize and re- 
spect the truth about Africa. The un- 


provoked attack on the demonstra- 
(continued on page 4) 
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Pi: Lonefighter Milton Born 

Pi a Tooth has been sentenced 

to a year and a half in prison by 
an all-white jury in Lethbridge, Alberta. 
More than 80 Lone- 
fighter supporters 
crowded the court 
where Milton was 
sentenced, cheering 
him and raising their 
fists in defiance. The 
conviction and sen- 
tencing relate to the 
Lonefighters Soci- 
ety’s diversion of the 
Oldman River last 
August. The Lone- 
fighters were protest- 
ing the planned con- 
struction of a dam 
which would destroy 
the Oldman River, sa- 








Milton Born-With-A-Tooth 


@ Racist Crackpot 
Presides Over 








MAND 
GNTY?? 


cred to the Piegan, flooding their tra- 
ditional territory. 

Milton was granted bail on Tues- 
day, April 2. He is appealing his con- 
viction on six out of 
eight weapons-re- 
lated charges, stem- 
ming from a Septem- 
ber 7 incident in which 
Milton fired several 
warning shots in the 
air after heavily-armed 
RCMP wearing mili- 
tary-style camoflage 
entered Piegan terri- 
tory, intending to dis- 
ruptthe diversion. The 
Piegan accuse the 
RCMP ofviolating their 
sovereignty. 


See “Lonefighter 
Sentenced’, page 4) 
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Justice American Style 


(U.S.A.) On March 26 the U.S. Su- 
preme Court decided to strike down 
“one of the pillars of constitutional 
law”: the inadmissability of evidence 
or confessions obtained through co- 
ercive means (ie: beatings, torturings 
or threats). Under this new ruling, courts 
will not automatically overturn con- 
victions of defendants who are “pres- 
sured” by police into admitting their 
guilt. If there is “sufficient additional 
evidence’, the conviction will stand. 

The implications of such a decision 
are more ominous in light of a new 
report released by The Sentencing 
Project. It says that the U.S. now has 
the highest rate of imprisonment of 
any nation in the world. With over 1 
million inmates in prison and jail, the 
U.S. surpasses both South Africa and 
the Soviet Union. Thestudy also found 
that Black males in the U.S. are impris- 
oned at a rate four times that of Black 
males in South Africa: 3,109 out of 
every 100,000, as compared to 729 in 
South Africa. The study found that per 
100,000 population, the U.S. incarcer- 
ates 426 people, South Africa 333, the 
Soviet Union 268. The annual cost of 
incarceration for the U.S. is estimated 
at $16 billion. 

A 1989 survey conducted by the 
Prisoner Rights Union in California 
found that extreme forms of discipline 
ranging from beatings and assaults of 
prisoners to sensory deprivation for 
prolonged periods are the norm in 
maximum security prisons across the 
U.S. The second major finding of the 
study was the pervasive use of “men- 
tal discpline”: verbal abuse, racial slurs, 
food tampering, frequent, unneces- 
sary body searches, false reports of 
infractions and death threats. 

The Control Unit at Marion Peniten- 








tiary, in Illinois, is the “trendsetter” in 
U.S. maximum security. Marion gained 
notoriety in 1983 when it employed a 
condition of “total lock-down”: pris- 
oners are locked into their cells 23 
hours a day, denied recreational, 
educational and work opportunities, 
mail, phone and visiting priviledges 
are restricted, and punishments of 
beatings, extended stays in solitary 
confinement, special cells known as 
the “boxcar”, and the chaining of na- 
ked prisoners to concrete bunks are 
commonplace. Nearly a decade later, 
Marion is still under total lockdown. 
The government claims that those 





held in Marion are “the worst of the 
worst”, and cannot be controlled at 
other prisons. But the aparent purpose 
behind Marion and similar control units 
is to contain or crush all efforts of 
prisoners organizing inside prisons. 
Many of those held at Marion are there 
for participating in work strikes, filing 
“too many” lawsuits or having been 
political activists on the outside. 

The government plans to open a 
new supermaximum, locked-down 
prison toreduce the burden on Marion. 
Last July in Florence, Colorado, con- 
struction began for a 2,100 bed prison 

(see American Justice page 4) 





(TORONTO) Giting systemicracism at 
the Northwestern General Hospital, a 
coalition has condemned the firings of 
Black nurses and is demanding their 
reinstatement. 

The Coalition in Support of the 
Nurses, which includes the Congress 
of Black Women of Canada, the Na- 
tional Action Committee on the Status 
of Women and the Black Action 
Defense Committee, says that com- 
plaints by Black nurses about the 
conditions at Northwestern are “met 
with unsympathetic and flagrant lack 
of attention to remedy this situation. 
Moreover, those who have complained 
have been penalized by a variety of 
illegal and unjust measures, including 
dismissals and forced resignations, 
extended suspensions without pay 
and continuous harassment.” The 
Coalition is demanding the immediate 
reinstatement of the nurses fired, 
compensation for lost wages, and that 
an overall investigation into the prac- 





tices at the hospital be conducted 
immediately. 

While the treatment of nurses is 
generally a sign of serious and radical 
problems in today’s health care sys- 
tem, the treatment of Black nurses at 
Northwestern is also being seen as 
indicative of the position of Black 
women workers during recession. 
“Traditionally, Black women have been 
singled out to bear the brunt of eco- 
nomic hardships in our society, es- 
pecially during recessionary periods”, 
says the Coalition. “Racism in our 
society, which escalates during eco- 
nomic hard time, is often directed first 
at Black people and other racially 
visible minorities.” In the midst of a 
recession all people need to pay close 
attention to the way racism is used to 
justify layoffs and economic hardship 
heaped on people of colour, and or- 
ganize to ensure that racism gains no 
more ground. 
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The Bélanger Campeau Commission 


Up to Quebecois 
to Decide 


"Y Fa up to the Quebecois 
t $ to decide” if Quebec 

should seperate from 
Canada. This decision would be 
reached through a referendum to be 
held no later than October 1992 if 
Quebec is not offered an acceptable 
new constitutional deal by that date. 
This was but one recommendation 
contained in the Bélanger-Campeau( 
B-C) Commission Report which was 
tabled on March 27, 1991. 

The commission had been set up 
by the Quebec provincial Liberal 
government to look at Quebec’s future 
by listening to representatives of every 
sector of the Quebec population. The 
commission was comprised of 27 
white upper class men. A commission 
looking into Quebec’s future without 
any women, immigrants, Natives, 
Peoples of colour, or lesbian and gays 
being represented speaks for itself 
and indicates the Liberal’s agenda for 
Quebec. 

The commission itself is nothing to 
celebrate. What is significant is some 
of the recommendations made as a 
result of pressure applied by grass 
roots groups in Quebec, such as the 
policy to be adopted towards Native 
peoples. quoting from the Report “ 
Issues concerning Natives must be 
dealt with now. The arrangement we 
have with Natives does not meet their 
need to affirm their distinctness or 





their need to exercise autonomous 
governing in their internal affairs. This 
situation should not be prolonged while 


waiting for a solution to our constitus. 
tional question. On the contrary, itis z 


urgent to define the manner in which 
we intend to grant autonomous Native 
governing.” In Quebec, documents 
wielding such importance as the B-C 
report, areactedupon. This is because 
grass roots groups in Quebec are 
somewhat more effective than their 
counter-parts in english Canada, 
having a different history and working 
in a different context. 

What happens in Quebec in the 
upcoming years willhave ramifications 
for, and could set a precedent for 
Native nations throughout Canada 
struggling for sovereignty. If Quebec 
cannot seperate without a rise of in- 
tolerance and discrimination against 
the Quebecois, without the boycott of 
Quebec financial institutions, and 
without veiled threats of military means 
to prevent seperation, then there is no 
way Natives struggling for nationhood 
will achieve their end through peace- 
ful means. 

Already, one of Quebec’s biggest 
financial institutions is being boycotted 
by firms in english Canada since it 
came out in favour of seperation. In 
1980, when Rene Levesque’s Parti 
Quebecois held a referendum on 
Quebec sovereignty-association with 





Canada, then canadian prime minister 
Trudeau made many hints that the 
canadian army had been used against 
Quebec before and could be used 
again. This was despite the fact that 
Levesque had bent over bckwards 
assuring Ottawa, Washington and Wall 
Street that an independent Quebec 
would respect all economic agree- 
ments and still be a haven for invest- 
ment. The B-C report echoed all these 
sentiments since a seperate Quebec 
is not in the interest of Ottawa or 
Washington, there is no reason for 
history not to repeat itself, and similar 
threats made and carried out if Que- 
bec seperates with a radical agenda. 
Washington has had a plan to invade 


į Quebec were it to seperate as a so- 


cialist state or if groups like the 
FLQ(Front de Libération du Québec) 
were successful in iniating an insur- 
rection. In 1968, when radical 
seperatist activity was at its height, 
US troops were conducting “exer- 
cises” along the US-Quebec border. 

It’s important to understand that 
Bourassa(Quebec’s premier) and his 
ilk are not seperatists. They’re true 
Canadians at heart. The threat of 
seperation is being used by the Que- 
bec ruling class to ensure that they’re 
granted greater control of Quebec 
capital. That’s what Meech Lake was 
all about. 

Like the Quebec clergy after the 
rebellions of 1838 who understood 
the power of nationalism, the ruling 
class has harnessedit and gone about 
de-politicizing it. Recently, grassroots 
groups have begun reclaiming na- 
tionalism from the bourgeoisie andre- 
integrating nationalism into their 
agenda as it manifested itself in the 
late 60’s. Why have the Quebecois 
been supportive of their ruling class? 
In 1840, Lord Durham released his 
infamous report which called for the 
assimilation of the Quebecois. Ifthings 
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Up to Québecois... 


Lonefighter Sentenced 


-continued from page 1— 

Milton was denied bail four times 
and was held in jail for three months 
after his arrest, prior to his trial. His 
repeated requests for a change of 
venue, away from the notoriously 
racist Fort McLeod, were denied de- 
spite substantial evidence of bias. 
The judge presiding over the case 
refused to hear evidence regarding 
the political, cultural and spiritual 
motivations behind Milton’s actions 
andinstead likened Milton to Saddam 
Hussein, calling him a satanist. 

Lonefighter Evelyn Crowshoe has 
characterized Southern Alberta as 
“the Alabama of Canada”. Lone- 
fighters and their supporters point 
out that Milton’s treatment shows a 
racist inconsistency in application of 
the law. The Southern Inter-Church 
Committee on Aboriginal Rights 
compared “the massive RCMP re- 
sponse to a small band of aboriginal 
people armed withnothing buta single 
hunting rifle (to) an Aryan Nation rally 
in which illegal weapons were flaunted 
(and members of the press assaulted 
and sexually assaulted, which) at- 
tracted minimal attention from law 
enforcement officials.” 

Despite very obvious efforts to 
crush Peigan militancy around the 
dam project and the upholding of 
their sovereignty, the trial has helped 
to build international support around 
their struggle. 

Support Milton Born With a Tooth 
and the Peigan Lonefighters’ bid to 
halt Oldman River dam by donating 
to the Lonefighters’ Legal Defense 
Fund (tax deductible contributions 
can be made to the Green Party, 
marked clearly for Oldman Action). 
Call the Lonefighter National Com- 
munication Network at 403-283-1576 
for more information. 








-continued from page 3— 
continue as they are, within the next 
ten years the Quebecois will have 
been successfully assimilated by 
constituting a minority within Québec.. 
Claims made by the bourgeoisie that 
Quebec be recognized as a distinct 
society and have mecanisms in place 
to protect its culture and language( a 
french unlike any spoken elsewhere) 
are legitimate aspirations shared by 
the whole of the Quebecois. 





In 1982, Francis Simard, ex FLQ 
member wrote these words:”Today 
there’s independence to win. When 
you don’thavea country, wanting one 
is always revolutionary. No one can 
change that. In Quebec, nationalism, 
before being some theory, is a reality. 
It was the reality of our grand parents, 
it'll be the reality of our children. Dope, 
disco, cults, that’ll pass. The need for 
a country, no.” Today they take ona 
renewed significance. 





ROM Eleven Face Trial 


-continued from page 1— 


tion resulted in the arrest of eleven 
people whoresisted police and fought 
back. They face charges of resisting 
arrest and assault police. 

Although the courts are treating it 
as acommon criminal case, the ROM 
eleven insist they are being tried for 
political actions, and thus the trial is 
political. So far two of the eleven have 
been convicted. The remaining nine 
have succeeded in getting a group 
trial which will take place on April 24, 
25, 26 at Old City Hall at 9:00 am. 
Support is needed to show the politi- 





cal nature of the trial and all are invited 
to attend. 

The Coalition for the Truth About 
Africa is also asking that people come 
out and hear former Black Panther 
and survivor of 19 years of political 
imprisonment, Dhoruba Bin Wahad. 
Dhoruba, one of the founders of the 
Freedom Now! Campaign, will speak 
about political prisoners and prison- 
ers of war in North America at a con- 
sciousness-and-fund-raising event for 
the ROM 11. April 19, Convocation 
Hall, 7pm. $5.00. For advanced tick- 
ets call 978-6636. 





American Justice 


with 4 levels of security, including a 
550 bed supermax section. It’s sche- 
duled to open in 1993. The prison is 
similar to Marion, but will be techno- 
logically “improved”. Some 35 states 
have built or are now building Marion- 
type control units, known variously as 
Maximum Control Units (MCUs), 
Maximum Handling Units (MHUs) and 
Intensive Management Units (IMUs). 
These are found currenily in prisons in 
Mariana, Florida, Trenton, New Jersey 


continued 
from page 2 
and Pelican Bay, California. 

On the whole, the health of Ameri- 
can “justice” and “democracy” con- 
tinue to deteriorate. The exposure of 
such facts about the American system 
of justice destroys the pretence that 
Western powers have any interest in 
democracy, freedom or justice. The 
U.S. has interest in little other than 
maintaining and enforcing the New 
World Order at home, as well as in the 
rest of the global neighbourhood. 


